
F rom the Pastoré  

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  During the Advent Season we 
should be praying for God to strengthen our hearts.  Strength as we saw 

last week is another word for virtue.  Last Sunday we asked for the virtue of 
Patience.  Patience is essential for our relationship with God and each other.  
Patience is like a muscle.  It becomes stronger by exercise.  Each day God 
sends tests to exercise patience.  The penitential practice of fasting trains a person in delayed   
gratification.  One of the greatest things we can learn is delayed gratification -   patience.   
 Another penitential practice along with fasting is almsgiving - also known as generosity.  
To most people generosity comes easier than fasting or patience.  Children have to learn to share, 
that is, to learn generosity.  Most people are eager to be generous.  In comparison with patience, 
generosity comes easy.  However, for generosity to be a true virtue it has to be done thoughtfully 
and consistently.  It is one thing to see an unfortunate person and give him five dollars.  It is some-
thing else to commit to supporting a charitable organization on a consistent basis.  By supporting 
the Church and other charitable organizations we are practicing the virtue of generosity.  Today we 
have the opportunity to exercise generosity.   
 Insight from an article I came across about this virtue.  "Generosity inspires gratitude, 
and gratitude inspires generosity.ò  An example of generosity is related to an admirer of the great 
German composer, Johannes Brahms, who left him 1,000 pounds in his will.  Upon learning about 
the bequest, Brahms was deeply moved.  "It touches me most deeply and intimately," he wrote to a 
friend.  "All exterior honors are nothing in comparison."  Then, in the very next sentence, he in-
formed his friend that since he did not need the money, he was "enjoying it in the most agreeable 
manner, by taking pleasure in its distribution."  Thus, the virtue that touched Brahms inspired rep-
lication of itself in the generosity that Brahms himself demonstrated.  Generosity is the virtue that 
can go on mirroring itself until the end of time.  To the calculating mind, being generous seems to 
be costly.  To the generous heart, being greedy seems incomprehensible.  It is greed that impover-
ishes us, not generosity.  True generosity, indeed, enriches us a hundredfold.  It is more blessed to 
give than to receive; but it is far more blessed to give than to take.  We cannot take with us what 
we have, though many people seem to live as though they could.  But we can leave behind what 
we have given."  May God bestow the virtue of generosity upon each of us! 

                   In Christ, Fr. Dan 
 
 

A dvent Daily Reflection and Meditation booklets are available in each church!  ñDo 
you hear what I hear?ò  ñDo you see what I see?ò  Questions Mary and Joseph and their fami-

lies must have asked each other over and over again!  When we look to the mangeré. ñDo we see 
what God sees?ò  This year we are offering three different booklets for the Advent Season:  ñThe 
Little Blue Book,ò  ñDaily Reflections for Advent and Christmas,ò and ñThe Word Among Us.ò  
Each booklet offers daily reflections for the Advent Season preparing us for our journey to the 
manger!  Take a booklet home for private or family daily meditation and reflection; every step 
closer to the Lord brings us closer to each other.  May the Lord be among us! 

Sacredheartfreeport.org  

Newmunichchurch.org 

Strosachurch.org

 

AdventðSacrament of Reconciliation: 
 

Communal Celebration with Individual Confession: 
Wednesday December 12 7:00pm Sacred Heart, Freeport 
 

Individual Celebration: 
Tuesday December 18 Before/After 8:15 am Mass St. Rose of Lima 
Thursday December 20 Before/After 8:15 am Mass Immaculate Conception 
Friday December 21 Before/After 8:15 am Mass Sacred Heart 
 

Saturday Evenings 7:30 pm St. Rose of Lima 
Sunday Mornings 8:00 am Sacred Heart 

2nd Sunday of Advent           December  9, 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Father Daniel Walz, Pastor           
Rev. Mr. Rick Scherping, Deacon 

 

Tri-Parish Office in Freeport 

Hours: Monday - Friday  8:00am - 4:00pm 
Tri-Parish Officeééé.. 320-836-2143 
Fr. Dan ...ééééééé 320-232-7159 
 frwalz@catholic-centered.org 
Deacon Rickéééééé 320-836-2635 
 

*In case of emergency or death, call Father 
at 320-232-7159. 
 

 

Office Team 
 

Chrystal Sand, Office Assistant 
 csand@catholic-centered.org 
Amy Hoeschen, Office Assistant 
 ahoeschen@catholic-centered.org 
 

Confession Times 
 

7:45 am   Friday - Freeport 
7:30 pm   Saturday  
 -New Munich (May thru October) 
 -St. Rosa (November thru April) 
8:00 am   Sunday  
 - St. Rosa (May thru October) 
 - Freeport (November thru April) 
Or by appointment. 
 

Marriage  
 

Couples are to begin preparation 6-12 
months in advance and must call Fr. Dan 
before setting a date. Diocesan Marriage 
Preparation Classes are required. 
 

Baptism 
 

Call Deacon Rick to schedule Baptismal 
Prep and/or Baptism. 
 

New Parishioners 
 

Please call the Tri-Parish office to set up an 
appointment with the pastor. If you are 
leaving our parishes please call the       
Tri-Parish office so we can update our census. 
 

Bulletin Announcement Deadline 
Thursday before 9:00 am  

E-mail announcements to: 
triparish@albanytel.com or send to:  
Tri-Parish Office, PO Box 155,  Freeport 
MN 56331-0155. 
 

St. Cloud Diocese Website 
               www.stclouddiocese.org 

 
 
 

Generosity  


